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CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION AGENDA 
City Council Work Room, 38 Hawley Street, Binghamton 

Monday September 16, 2013 
Please note that this Work Session will take place immediately following the Special Business Meeting scheduled at 5:30pm. Times for RL(s)/Topics are approximate 

only and items may be considered earlier or later. 

 

Time Committee Chair RL(s)/Topic Pages Presenter 

6:30pm ------------------ --------------- 
Discussion: Presentation From NYS 
Department of Taxation and Finance on 
STAR Exemption Program 

49-50 Katherine Garbutt 

7:00pm ------------------ -------------- 
Discussion: Time Warner Cable Rate 
Changes 

--------- 
David Whalen, 
Councilman Papastrat 

7:15pm MPA Motsavage 
RL 13-155: Resolution Urging Broome 
County to Maintain Ownership of 
Broome County Public Transit 

47 
Pete Schiraldi, Susan 
Ruff, Council President 
Rennia 

7:30pm ------------------ --------------- 
Discussion: Extending the Outdoor Café 
Operating Season 

--------- 
Sean Massey, Daniel L. 
Thomas 

7:45pm ------------------ --------------- 
Discussion: Transferring Funds to Hire a 
Temporary Police Officer 

--------- 
Charles Pearsall, Kyle 
Seeley 

8:00pm 

PW/Parks 
 
 
 

Finance 
 

Motsavage 
 
 
 

Webb 
 

RL 13-149: Amending JSTP Rules & 
Regulations Regarding Annual 
Reporting of Municipal Wastewater 
Flows & Rates 
RL 13-153: Transfer in 2013 JSTP 
Budget for Telephone/Communications 

3-29 
 
 
 

43-45 
 

George Kolba 

8:15pm Finance Webb 
RL 13-151: Create & Fund Additional 
Code Enforcement Officer Position 

33 Thomas Costello 

8:30pm Planning Webb 
RL 13-144: Adding “Clinic, Medical or 
Treatment Center” as Permitted Use in 
I-1 Urban Business Park District 

51-72 Leigh McCullen 

8:45pm ------------------ --------------- 
Discussion: Review Introductory 
Ordinance 13-63, Free Disposal of One 
Bulk Item Per Household 

--------- Luke Day 

9:00pm Finance Webb 
RL 13-152: Agreement with Complus 
Data Innovations, Inc. for Parking Ticket 
Management Services 

34-42 Pauline Penrose 

9:15pm Finance Webb 
RL 13-154: Transfer $150,000 to 
Refurbish Tennis & Basketball Courts 

46 Bill Barber 

9:30pm Finance Webb 

RL 13-156: Transfer Various Funds in 
2013 Parking Ramp Budget for 
Additional Ice Melt & Increased 
Insurance Costs 

48 Carl Petro 
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Time Committee Chair RL(s)/Topic Pages Presenter 

9:45pm MPA Motsavage 
RL 13-146: Amending § 400-21 
Regarding Traffic Board Membership 

1-2 Kyle Seeley 

10:00pm MPA  Motsavage 
RL 13-126: Amending Fees for Shopping 
Carts Found in Public Places 

--------- Kenneth J. Frank  

10:15pm MPA Motsavage 
RL 13-150: Accepting Gift of Permanent 
Picnic Pavilion from Binghamton Mets 
at NYSEG Stadium 

30-32 
Council Members 
Motsavage, Mihalko, 
Matzo & Berg 

10:30pm ------------------ --------------- Discussion: Budget Hearing Schedule --------- Councilwoman Webb 

10:45pm ----------------- --------------- 
Discussion: Review Committee Reports 
and Pending Legislation 

--------- 
Council President 
Rennia 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

City Council Municipal & Public Affairs Committee: Motsavage (Chair), Webb, Matzo 
Reviewing the City of Binghamton’s noise ordinance.  
 
City Council Employees Committee: Berg (Chair), Webb, Papastrat 
Review of residency requirements for City of Binghamton employees. 
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New legislation requires all homeowners receiving a Basic STAR exemption to register 
with the New York State Tax Department in order to receive the exemption in 2014 and 
subsequent years.  

This is part of a new initiative to protect New Yorkers against inappropriate or fraudulent 
STAR exemptions.

Who must register?
Resident homeowners who currently receive the Basic STAR exemption must register 
with the New York State Tax Department in order to receive the exemption in 2014 and 
subsequent years.

• Homeowners do not need to re-register every year. 
• Based on the information provided in the registration process, the Tax Department 
     will confirm homeowners’ eligibility in future years. 

Senior citizens
Senior citizens receiving the Enhanced STAR exemption are not 
affected by the new registration requirement. However, in order to 
receive Enhanced STAR, seniors must continue to:

• apply annually, or
• participate in the Income Verification Program.

New York State Department of Taxation and Finance

STAR Registration Fact Sheet

Resident homeowners applying for STAR for the first time are not affected by 
this year’s registration procedure. To apply for STAR a new applicant must:

• use Form RP-425, Application for School Tax Relief (STAR) Exemption, available 
    on the Tax Department’s Web site, and 
• file the application with their local assessor.

When does registration begin?
Registration will begin August 19, 2013 and continue through December 31, 2013.

• The Tax Department will mail instructions to all homeowners who currently receive 
     the Basic STAR exemption. The letters will include a STAR code that homeowners 
     will need to register.
• Because seniors who receive Enhanced STAR are not affected by the new 
     requirements, they will not receive new instructions from the Tax Department.

RP-425-FS (8/13) www.tax.ny.gov
continued on back
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RP-425-FS (8/13) (back)

How does a homeowner register?
Online registration
The fastest and easiest way for homeowners to register is through the Tax Department’s 
Web site, www.tax.ny.gov.

Homeowners will need their STAR code to register. In addition to being included in the 
instructions that were mailed to them, homeowners will be able to find their STAR code 
through an online lookup or by calling the Tax Department at (518) 457-2036.

Online registration is a simple process that will require homeowners to provide some basic 
information about their eligibility for the STAR exemption. Homeowners will need to:

• provide the STAR code and confirm the property address
• provide the names and social security numbers for all owners of the property and spouses
• confirm that the property is the primary residence of one of its owners (married 
     couples with multiple residences may only claim one STAR exemption)
• confirm that the combined income of the owners and their spouses who reside at 
     the property does not exceed $500,000
• confirm that no resident owner receives a residency-based tax exemption from 
     another state

Telephone registration – (518) 457-2036
Homeowners who are unable to register online will be able to register over the phone. 
The Tax Department will also provide telephone support to any homeowners who have 
questions about online registration.

What happens when homeowners do not register?
The Tax Department will send homeowners additional letter reminders in December 2013 
and January 2014. 

In February 2014 the Tax Department will give assessors the names of any homeowners 
who did not register, or who were determined not to be eligible for STAR. The assessment 
roll entries for these homeowners will not include the STAR exemption.

• Homeowners who the Tax Department found to be ineligible for STAR will have 
    the right to administrative review within the Tax Department, and review before 
    the State Board of Real Property Tax Services. 

www.tax.ny.govPage 50 of 72



Department of Planning, Housing, & 
Community Development 

 
Mayor, Matthew T. Ryan 
Director, Tarik Abdelazim 

 
 

TO:  City Council Members 
FROM:  Leigh A. McCullen, Senior Planner 
DATE:  September 11, 2013 
RE: Permitting Medical Clinics in I-1 Zoning Code Amendment 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION’S RECOMMENDATION  
 
At the September 3, 2013 Work Session, this proposal was referred by City Council to the 
Planning Commission for their review and recommendation.  On September 9, 2013 the 
Planning Commission recommended, by unanimous vote, that the City Council adopt the 
amendment as proposed.  The proposed amendment is attached.   
 
Staff has notified Broome County of the proposed action pursuant to SEQR and Section 239 –l 
and –m of the General Municipal Law.  The County has until October 11, 2013 to respond.     
 
STATE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY REVIEW (SEQR) ACT 
 
SEQR review should begin as soon as the principal features of a proposed action and its 
environmental impacts can be reasonably identified. Since the proposed legislation has been 
drafted and circulated environmental impacts can be reasonably identified.  To start the 
process the Lead Agency must be established.  City Council would be the only Agency 
responsible for approving this project.  Therefore, Council must act as Lead Agency.   
 
The Council, acting as Lead Agency, must classify the type of action under SEQR.  Statewide 
SEQR regulations, specifically 6 NYCRR Section 617.4(b)(2), states that "the adoption of changes 
in the allowable uses within any zoning district, affecting 25 or more acres of the district" is a 
Type 1 Action.  The proposed Code Amendment involving changing allowable uses in the I-1 
Zone would be a Type 1 Action.  A long Environmental Assessment Form has been prepared and 
is attached.       
 
As outlined above, Staff requests that the City Council take the following actions in order to 
begin the SEQR process: 
 

1. Declare City Council’s intention to act as Lead Agency 
2. Declare the action a Type I Action  
3. Schedule a public hearing on the proposed legislation for October 23, 2013 
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